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Meaningful preservation of Poindexter Village is a community priority

Community directed preservation and re-use of Poindexter Village is critical to respecting and building upon the history of Black Columbus and the Near East Side. Decision-makers have received consistent feedback that this is a priority at every step. It’s been a long fight to be heard.

 “We demand that CMHA … preserve and improve Poindexter for those who want to stay. We demand to be fully included in decisions about our own neighborhood.” –petition to CMHA signed by over half of Poindexter households, May 27th 2010 

Community-based alternatives to total demolition exist

There are four proposals, written by community members, that call for preserving between 20%-80% of Poindexter’s buildings. Proposals include: 

· an African Village with green retro-fit of residential units

· a history exhibit, apartment museum, and African-American archive

· a community land trust with tenant-managed affordable housing and urban farming

· a senior residential facility

These proposals were submitted several month ago to PACT, and are all available to read at the Columbus Landmarks Foundation website: www.columbuslandmarks.org 

Meaningful preservation of Poindexter is economically feasible

A “quick and dirty” estimate by the Columbus Compact Corporation found that 13 buildings of Poindexter could be rehabilitated for $17M. After applying federal and state historic Preservation tax credits, low income housing tax credits (with 40% of the units reserved for low/moderate income households and the remainder market rate), and commercial debt the project could potentially require as little as $2 million in local equity. “Due to its stacked tax credit eligibility, [rehabilitation of Poindexter] provides far better public leverage than the agency’s recent purchase of the Whitney Estates.” (Letter from Jon Beard, Willis Brown, and Nancy Recchie to Charles Hillman, Nov. 13, 2012)

	Our work is paying off!

We left the Oct 30, 2012 PACT Planning Workshop for Poindexter frustrated. We felt the meeting was premature and inappropriate, since the Section 106 historic review process for Poindexter is still incomplete. None of Goody Clancy’s 3 planning concepts for Poindexter reflected basic elements from community submissions for preservation and re-use. 

In the following weeks, however, the City Historic Preservation Officer recommended preserving at least 4 buildings of Poindexter (Randy Black, Nov. 1, 2012). Then CMHA’s draft Memorandum of Agreement, a required document that is part of the Section 106 process, made a concession that 10 buildings be examined for possible preservation by an expert panel. 

The MoA still has weaknesses we are fighting to address, and there are many community demands that still need to be won. But we are making ourselves heard!


We need you - help the push for preservation!

Call 252-7525 to get involved.

Historic preservation affects YOU !!!

As adapted from The National Trust for Historic Preservation http://www.preservationnation.org/issues/ retrieved November 26, 2012
Community Revitalization- Historic preservation works well with community revitalization

Community revitalization and historic preservation are uniquely compatible principles. When used together, they create sustainable, vibrant places to live work and play…. preservation-based community development can improve the quality of life for residents of all income levels.

Diversity- Historic preservation preserves OUR stories in a tangible way by saving buildings

Historic Preservation brings people together and ensures that these places – and their stories – remain part of the American narrative.
Heritage Tourism- Historic preservation promotes tourism

Cultural heritage tourism is traveling to experience the places, artifacts, and activities that authentically represent the stories and people of the past and present… A good cultural heritage tourism improves the quality of life for residents as well as serving visitors.

Housing- Historic preservation believes older neighborhoods shouldn’t be demolished

The National Trust for Historic Preservation believes that the strength of America's historic and older neighborhoods is critical to the future of our communities, and that improving housing is a key element of any community revitalization strategy. Our goal is to prevent unnecessary demolition, and to restore, rehab, and reuse existing structures, while helping to ensure that needed new construction is compatible and complementary with the character of our older and historic resources.

Land Conservation - Historic preservation protects area of cultural importance

When a place has significant cultural importance the historic preservation movement stands ready to protect it…Poindexter Village is such a place.

Sustainability- Historic preservation helps combat Climate Change

Historic preservation can – and should – be an important component of any effort to promote sustainable development… reinvestment in older and historic communities, is crucial to combating climate change.

Tax Incentives- Historic preservations combats urban flight

The NTHP supports the creation and maintenance of Federal and State rehabilitation tax credits for restoring older and historic structures, particularly as they relate to preserving community character…The National Trust also supports expansion of these credits as they relate to alleviating urban flight, property abandonment, and economically distressed neighborhoods.

Teardowns- Historic preservation reduces unnecessary tearing down of neighborhoods

Across the nation a teardown epidemic is wiping out historic neighborhoods one house at a time. As older homes are demolished and replaced with dramatically larger, out-of-scale new structures, the historic character of the existing neighborhood is changed forever. The National Trust for Historic Preservation Historic believes historic neighborhoods can and should be protected from teardowns through a variety of tools and approaches…

